
I remain keen to ensure we don’t lose 
sight of other important issues, and the 

hot, dry weather we have faced this month 
has pushed one oft-fogotten concern to 
the fore. 

Last month, I led a delegation of groups 
and businesses concerned about the 
county’s ailing water levels – affecting 
RSPB Fowlmere and more – to discuss 
tackling the crisis with the government 
minister for floods and water.

I know many parishes will have felt 
the impact of this - village ponds have 
at times died out, while low levels at 
wildlife havens are impacting the plants, 
invertebrates and wildlife our area should 
have in abundance.

While there are many factors to this, one 
that can be controlled is water abstraction 
from the chalk aquifer. 

Worsened by below-average rainfall and  
with groundwater levels in the South East 
now at the lowest level ever recorded, 

Cambridgeshire’s chalk streams remain at 
significant risk.

With support and input from Water 
Resources East and the Cam Valley 
Forum, I have written to the Minister of 
State for Water and Floods, calling for 
‘DEFRA Chalk Streams Task Force’ to 
be set up, to restore and protect chalk 
streams across England. 

This is a vital step, although by no means 
the only one which should be taken, to 
ensure Cambridgeshire’s water supply is 
protected as we continue to grow. 

One of my highlights this month has 
been visiting Cambourne to see 

the work being done on the ground, as 
local people continue to support the 
vulnerable in our society. 

Parish Councils have done tremendous 
work coordinating the volunteer efforts 
and supporting residents throughout this 
crisis, and I want to thank each and every 
councillor for their efforts.  

But now, as Britain reopens, we must 
turn our attention to the new challenges 
facing local people, businesses and 

organisations. 

I would welcome your thoughts on how 
both national and local government 
bodies can move forward at this time, as 
well as what your priorities are for the 
months ahead. 

I am also aware that funding remains an 
issue for many parishes. I want to assure 
all those concerned that I have raised 
these matters and will continue to support 
claims for further funding in such unique 
circumstances. 

I would therefore welcome your input at 
my next Parish Council Forum, details of 
which are below. 

My office contact details are listed at the 
bottom of this document. As ever, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out if you think I 
can help. 
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Spotting our not-spots - we need to 
improve signal in South Cambridgeshire 

Reopening, reworking and readying for the future

Chancellor’s Plan will save jobs in 
South Cambridgeshire

NEWS IN BRIEF
South Cambridgeshire 
benefits from 
unprecedented support
Across South Cambridgeshire, up 
to 11,220 jobs have been protected 
through the Coronavirus Job Retention 
Scheme. 

Dates for your diary 
From today 

Beauticians, nail salons and tattooists 
can reopen their doors.

Saturday 25 July

Indoor gyms, swimming pools, sports 
facilities and leisure centres can 
reopen.

Late July

Action plan to restart grassroots 
football and other non-contact sports 
will be published. 

Please do follow further updates on 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

New era for cycling and 
walking
Cambridgeshire County Council has 
benefitted from a multi-million pound 
emergency active travel grant for 
fast-track plans for new walking and 
cycling lanes. Anthony called on the Secretary of State to 

support the campaign for better signal

With many residents working from home, I 
have had increasing complaints about not 
being able to get a mobile phone signal. 

Earlier this month, I met with Matt 
Warman, the Minister responsible for 
Digital Connectivity, to urge prioritising 
improvements in South Cambs. 

The Government has just launched its 
Shared Rural Network scheme, getting the 
mobile operators to share masts in rural 
areas to close partial “not spots”, where 
some operators have a signal but others 
don’t. 

This week, I called upon Oliver 
Dowden, Secretary of State for Digital, 
Media, Culture and Sport, to put South 
Cambridgeshire near the front of the 
queue as the Shared Rural Network is 
rolled out. 

But I can’t do this without your support. 
If you have problems with your mobile 
coverage, please email me at anthony.
browne.mp@parliament.uk or click 

below to fill in our online survey. 

Every report we get can be passed to 
Ofcom and the mobile phone operators, 
and strengthens our case! Please do ask 
your residents to support this campaign. 

The  Plan for Jobs set out by Chancellor 
Rishi Sunak on Wednesday (8 July) will 

do so much to promote jobs and growth 
across South Cambridgeshire and the 
country.

Since the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Government has said it will 
do whatever it takes to protect people and 
businesses from the immediate economic 
crisis.

As part of this, more than 11,200 jobs have 
been supported through the Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme, allowing 

employers to put workers on furlough 
while the Government supports their 
wages, in South Cambridgeshire.

Employers will be encouraged to retain 
staff who have been on the furlough 
scheme, with the Government paying 
a one-off bonus of £1,000 for every 
employee who was furloughed and who is 
kept on until January.

Speaking in the House of Commons 
Chamber, I commented:

“It’s bold, it’s imaginative, it’s well targeted. 
I’d like to congratulate my 

Rt. Hon. Friend the Chancellor on this 
package, which will do so much to promote 
jobs and growth across the country. 

“I very much welcome the cut in VAT and 
Stamp Duty, but most welcome of all is the 
Kickstarter scheme which brings hope to 
young people in these difficult times.”

Continuing the trend of finding new 
ways to inform residents, I invited 

James Palmer and Chief Constable Nick 
Dean to join me in a Facebook Live panel 
this week. Hundreds of people joined us 
live and have since viewed the stream - 
directly holding to account those who 
represent and serve the public. 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE PARISH COUNCIL FORUM
Thursday 23 July

16:00 - 17:00 

Invite and agenda to be circulated later this week 

If you have any interest in attending, please email anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

FIND OUT MORE HERE 

IN DETAIL
What do the Chancellor’s 
announcements mean in 
practice? 

Jobs Retention Bonus Scheme
Encourages employers to keep their 
employees on, introducing a one-off 
payment of £1,000  for every furloughed 
employee who is successfully kept on 
continuously until January. 

Parish Councils should encourage all 
local small and macro businesses with 
furloughed staff to consider this option. 

Temporary VAT cuts
From 15 July 2020, the rate of VAT 
applied across the UK to hospitality, 
accommodation and attractions will be 
cut to 5 per cent until 12 January 2021. 

Please do make your local pubs aware 
of these changes. 

Eat Out to Help Out
Anyone who eats at a participating 
business, Monday to Wednesday for 
the month of August, can receive up to 
50 per cent off food and non-alcoholic 
drinks, up to a value of £10 per person. 

Businesses can claim the money back 
from the government weekly, receiving 
funds within 5 working days. 

Please keep an eye out for Guidance 
published next week. 

Water Water... not everywhere! 

Did you join our livestream?

anthonybrowne.org 

anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk

Broadway House, 149-151 St Neots Road, Hardwick CB23 7QJ

@AnthonyBrowneMP

01223 603677

DO YOU HAVE ANY CONCERNS? 
If there are any issues you think Anthony should be 
made aware of or think he can help in any way, please 
get in touch via the details to the right. 

FILL IN OUR SURVEY HERE

https://www.anthonybrowne.org/news/anthony-welcomes-chancellors-plan-jobs-south-cambridgeshire
https://www.anthonybrowne.org/news/anthony-welcomes-almost-ps3-million-create-new-era-cycling-and-walking-cambridgeshire
https://www.royston-crow.co.uk/news/fowlmere-rspb-and-more-affected-by-cambridgeshre-water-shortage-1-6714612
http://antonybrowne.org  
mailto:anthony.browne.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.facebook.com/AnthonyBrowneMP
https://www.anthonybrowne.org/form/moble-phone-coverage-survey

